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online calculator (like entering = (3/32)/12), when you input values, they
will be calculated in decimal format out to an accuracy of eight decimal
places. But in other locations in DataCAD, when you are entering a dis-
tance, it uses fractions (down to '/4,"” [0.8]) and will only display decimal
values out to three decimal places. So different fields use different expres-
sion calculators. Sometimes a good hand held calculator is just the best
solution.

Drawing Walls

This topic is covered in more depth in Chapter 11, but it is worth touching
on here since the drawing of walls, just like lines, arcs, and circles, is based
on the four input methods (Relative Polar, Absolute Polar, Relative Carte-
sian, and Absolute Cartesian). And like a line, a single wall needs only two
points to describe it: a start point and end point. Because walls are often
strung together to form a room or a building, however, some additional con-
siderations are important to keep in mind.

What is a “wall” in DataCAD? A wall is simply two to four parallel lines
or arcs. The lines that make up the wall can be simple, solid lines, or they
can be made up of complex linetypes. Figure 5-64 shows some examples.

Two methods exist for turning on the automatic Walls feature:

m Select Edit/Architct/Walls.

® Press the = sign on the keyboard. This should be easy to remember
since the = sign looks like a two-line wall.

While in Walls mode, the W in the SWOTHLUD acronym at the lower
corner of your screen will be shown in upper case. When you are in single-
line mode (with Walls toggled off), the w will be shown in lower case (see
Figure 5-65).

You will remain in the Walls mode until you turn it off, either by select-
ing Edit/Architct/Walls, or by pressing the = sign again.







